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laid open from the Scriptures of Truth. 
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6 Marriage. 


ARRIAGE is an Ordinance of 
God, as old as ſince our firſt 
Parents, inſtituted in Paradiſe, 
for their comfortable abiding here, and 
leaving Poſterity after them; and Men and 
Women have been the more happy there- 
in, as they have had Regard to the Coun- 
fel of God, and his Providential Hand, 
in chooſing ſuch as feared the Lord, and 
were True Worſhippers of aim; and a- 
voiding thoſe who were Idolaters, and 
ſuch as feared not the True God. 

And that in ſuch their Caution, their 
Proceeding was agreeable to the Law of 
God in the Heart, is very apparent; for 
8 LS A 2 when 


(4) | 

when the Will and Mind of God wa. 
committed to Writing, and promulgated 
to Iſrael, his peculiar People, Dexr. 7. 
ſpeaking of the Nations, who- inhabited 


the promiſed Land, he ſaid, Neither ſhalt 


tau make Marriages with them: Thy 


Daughter ſbalt thou not give unto his 


Sons; nor his Daughter ſhalt thou take 
unto thy Son, And why? Bccauſe, ſaid 
the Lord, They will turn away thy Son 
from following me: 


Now if this be the Conſequence ſtill of 


ſuch Mixt-arriages, then ſuch Marriages 
are ſtil] unlawful, and the Law ftill in 
Force, that forbids them. But that the 
Conſequence of ſuch Marriages is til] 
the ſame, I appeal, nor only to the Hit. 
weſs of God in all; but alſo unto ſound 
Reaſon, and true Experience. 
Moreover, the Prohibition aforeſaid, 
was not intended againſt theſe Seven Na- 
tions only; but had a more general Extent: 
For the Iſraelites were not allowed to 


take them Wives of the Daughters of 


Albdod, of Ammon, or of Moab ; and for 
the ſame Reaſon, not of any other Peo- 
ple that were zo Circumciſed, and 
made Partakers of the true, Worſhip of 


God. 
8 This 


172 
This appears from the Words of Nehe- 
miah, chap. 13. 23. Ia thoſe Days, ſaid he, 


ſaw 1IFews, that had married Wives of Aſh- 


dod, of Ammon, and of Moab ; and their 


Children ſpake half in the Speech of Aſhdod, 
and could not ſpake the Jews Language, verſ. 
24, And I contended with them, and ſmote_ 


certain of them; and made them renew 
their Covenant with the Lord: Sayizg, 
Jou ſhall not take their Daughters unto your 
Sens ; nor give your Daughters unto their 
Sons. Adding, wer. 26. Did not Solomon, 
Ring of Iſrael, fin by theſe Things? Tet a- 
mong many Nations was there no Ming like 
him, who was beloved of his God: Never- 
theleſs, even him did ſtrange Women cauſe 
to ſin, ſhall we then, ſa id he, hearken un- 
t0 you, to do all this great Emil, to tranſ- 
greſs againſt our God, in Marrying of 


ſtrange Wives. 


Thus, in ſhort, we ſee how ſuch Mar- 
riages are againſt the writtenLaw of God, 
and the Practice of his faithful People. 

But long before this Law was brought 
not Writing, the Holy P atriarchs, and 
ſuch as feared, and worſhipped the True 
God, even from the Beginning of the 
World, ſhewed a Diſlike of ſuch Miæt- 
Marriages, from the Senſe of the Law 


A3 written 


* 
o 
— — . DA —ᷣ — - — 
10 — 8 . — 2 al 
— P - — 1 — 


NN nr 38 _ r 
- * — — © -4 — - * w_ — — — - 
o + = -4 - ? 


—— u —v— 


— — 


— 
R 
—_— _ 1 


„ %% 
* > — — — 


* 
— — + Brow ws ᷓ —— 2 = —p!5.t — 3 4 4 
- 1 * - — —« we - 


(6) 
written in their Hearts. And ſo long as 
they kept in the true Faith, and at a 
lawful Diftance fram ſuch as were not 
Partakers thereof with them (which for 
ſome Time they did) the Lord was with 

them, and bleſſed them, and made them 
Inſtrumental in his Hand, for the with- | 
holding his Wrath from being preſentliy 
poured out upon the old World. But 
when they had generally departed from 
his Covenant, and from the Example of 
the Righteous, even in this particular 

Caſe, mark what followed. 

It came to paſs, when Men began to mul- 

tiplj upon the Face of the Earth, and Daug h- 
ters were born unto them , the Sons of God / 
ſam that the Daaghters of Men were fair, „I 
and they took them Wives of all that they 
choſe. That is, they made »o Diſtinction, 
upon the Account of Faith and Religion : 
But to whomſoever their fleſhly Minds 
inclined, them they took to Wife ; like 
the diſhonourable and unchriſtian Prac- 
tice of ſome in our Day, And that ſore- 
ly grieved the Spirit of the Lord; ſo 
that thereupon he tajd, I will deſtr Man, 
whom I have created, Gen. 6. 5, 6, 7. 
And when the Sons of God came in 
untd thoſe Daughters of Men, and OE 


1111 „ wk ome 


bare Children unto them, the ſame (it is 
ſaid) became Mrghty-Men: But by whom 
they were ſo accounted, and for what 
Cauſe, may be gathered from the Sequel. 
It was not, ſurely, from their Faith and 
Holineſs towards God, that they were fo 
accounted ; For if it had been fo, he 
would not have repented that he had 
made them, as in Gen. 6. it is ſaid he did. 
But it ſeems rather to have been from their 
Staturesand Bodily Strength, whereby they 
could atchieve great Matters 1n the 
World, which made them be reputed 
Mighty, by ſuch as did bear the ſame 
Fallen Image with themſelves; who were 
known and diſtinguiſhed from the Chzl- 
aren of God, by the Name of the Ch:il- 


aren of Men, being, in the Main of their 


Converſation, without a God-like, or Re- 
ligious Mark: For, the Earth, it is ſaid, 
was full of Violence, and there were Giants 
in thoſe Days, Gen. 6. 4. 

Now when Things were come to this 
paſs, the People of God having caſt off 
his Yoke, and fallen in with the World 
and its Spirit (which they openly de- 
clared by their Entring into the xeareſt 
Affinity by Marriages with them) and 
had their Hearts thereby drawy away 
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more and more from following the Lord; 
(which always was, and is the natural 
Conſequence of ſuch Ainities by Marri- 
ages, and is therefore the more hainous 

and Pernicious : ) Then did the Lord call 
upon Noah, and gave him Direction to 
build an Ari, for the Safety of himſelf 


and his Family. For al Heſh had, by that 


Time, corrupted his Way apon the Earth : 
which ſo provoked the Lord God, that 
he determined to deſtroy all Fleſh by a 
Hood, except Noah only, and his Family. 
For Noah being a Juſt Man, and Perfect 
In his Generation, and one that walked with 
God, found Grace in the Eyes of the Lord, 
to be exempted from that General De- 
ſtruction, | | 

If nothing more could be alledged a- 
gainſt theſe Mixt- Marriages, this Conſi- 
— (one would think) were, of its 
elf, enough, to manifeſt how great a Sin 
it is, and to deter all conſiderate Men and 
Women from entring into it, that it ap- 
pears to have been a great Step, that led 
to the Deſtruction of the old World, 
the Door that gave the Ixlet to thoſe 
Corruptions and Violence, which filled the 
Earth, and provoked the Lord, not on- 
ly to repent that hg had made Man, but 


(9) 


to pour down his Wrath in a Food, which 
deſtroyed both Man and Beaſt. 

We have ſeen the Miſchief the Urgodly 
brought upon Mankind, by thoſe Miæt- 
marriages before the Flood. . Now let us 
ſee, and heedfully obſerve the great Care 
the Godly took, after the Flood, to pre- 
vent the like Evil and Danger. | 

After the general Overthrow of Un- 
godly Men by the Flood, from which 
only Noah, with his Family (Eight Souls 
in all) were preſerved in the Art (which 
was a Figure of Chriſt) was born Abra- 
ham ; whom God called out of his own 
Country, and from his Father's Houle, 
with Sarah his Wite, to make of them 
a diſtinct and peculiar People to himſelf. 
And he-eftzbliſhed his Covenant with 
Abraham, ( and his Bleſſing upon his Seed) 
who /aw Chri{/*s Day, and was glad; and 
in the Faith thereof walked before the 
Lord with a Perfect Heart: In which 
Faith alſo he offered up his San Iſaac, un- 
to the Lord, as the Lord had command- 
ed him. Such was the Obedience he added 
unto his Faith; which was accounted un- 
to him for Righteouſneſs, Gen. 3. 6. 
Now when Jſaac, the Child of Pro. 
mile was grown up to a Marriageable 


Age 


+. - ea 
Age, ſo great was the Care of his Godly 
Father for him, that he might not be un- 
equally Toaked, or joyned in Marriage, 
calling his eldeſt Servant to him (who 
had the Charge and Overſight of all that 
he had) he made him Swear by the Lord, 
the God of Heaven, and the God of the 
Earth, that he ſhould zot rake a Wife un- 
to his Son of the Daughters of the Canaan- 
ztes, amongſt whom he dwelt, But thou 
ſhalt go, ſaid he, unto my Country, and 
to my Kinared, and ſhalt take a Wife unto 

Son from thence, Gen. 24. 

This fo fri a Charge, fo ſolemnly gi- 
ven, and ſo firmly bound, ſhews that this 
Good Man did nor look upon this Matter 
of Mixt-Marriag es, with an eaſie Eye as 
an indiſferent Thing; but was earneſtly 
and heartily concerned, that his Son might 
not be joyned with one of a different 
Religion: And as his honeſt Care was 
thus exerciſed in ſending his Servant to 
Abraham's Kindred, to the Family of Be- 
thuel; ſo the Providential Hand of God 
was apparently with him, in the Choice of 
Rebecca, and the Conſent they gave to it, 
ſay ing, The Thing proceedeth of the Lord: 
Let her be thy Maſter's Son's Wife, as the 


Lord hath ſpoken. And, in Concluſion, 
they 
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They bleſſed her, and ſent her away. 


And as Iſaac was walking, and meditating 
in the Fields at Evening-tide, he met 


Rebecca coming with his Father's Ser- 


vants, and took her to be his Wife: And 
ſhe, after twenty Years Barrennels, bare 
him two Sons, Eſau and Jacob; whole 


different Practice, in the Caſe of Marriage, 2 


let us now obſerve. 

What Eſau was, is well known, both 
by his /elling of his Birth-right, and other 
Characters given him in the Holy Scrip- 
tures: When he was Forty Years of 
Age, he took him Two Wives, and both 
of them Unbelievers, Daughters of the 
Hittites, which Thing full ſorely grieved 
his Godly Parents: And is left upon Re- 
cold, as a Mark of his Unautifalzeſs and 
Diſobedience, in not adviſing with, and 
being ruled by them, in that fo weigh. 
ty Affair. And may it be a Caution un- 
to all ſuch, as profeſs themſelves to be 
Chriſtians, and fo of the Righteous Line, 
That they follow not che Example of Pro- 
phane Eſau 

But when he ſaw, that what he had 
done had diſpleaſed his Parents, he (to 
mend, as hg thought, the Matter) took 
him another Wife, the Daughter — = 
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Uncle Iſhmael the Scoſfer; who, for mock- 
ing Iſaac, the right Heir, had, in his Child. 
hood, been caſt out of the Family, Now 
if it had been external Kindred only, that 
was aimed at by Abraham and Iſaac in 
Marriage, ſurely Eſau had now hit it: 
For ſhe was his Father's Nezce; yet that 
brought him not, in a right Senſe, with- 
in the Family, nor Example of the 
Faithful. 

But Eſa#'s thus runniug out, from the 
Practice of the Godly, to take him ſuch 
Wives as his airy Mind led him to 
chooſe, without Regard had to Trac Reli- 
gion, ſo ſenſibly affected his Good Mo- 
ther Rebecca, that complaining to her 
Husband thereof, * laid, I am weary 
of my Life, becauſe of the Daughters © 

"Bok If "Jacob ſbould take 2 Wit: 2 
his Brother hath done) of the Danghters 
of Heth, ſuch as are the Daughters of the 


Land, what good ſhall my Life do me? Gen. 
27. 46. 
© Good Iſaac thereupon, to prevent that 
Danger, calling his Son Jacob to him, 
gave him his Being, and with it this 
ſtrict Charge, Thou ſhalt not take a Wife 
of the Daughters of Canaan, Ariſe, go 
zo Padan-Aram, to the Houſe of n. 
! 2 55 thy 


ad (13) 
thy Mothers Father, and take thee a Wife 
from thence, Gen. 28. 1. 2. MBS > 
Jacob, as became a dutifal Child, was 
obedient to his Parents herein: And . the 


Lord was with him, and bleſſed him ; 


and bleſſed: his Family alſo, until they 
gave Way to a Liberty, not pleaſing to 
the Lord. * 

Then was Dinah, Jacob's only Daugh- 
ter, made an early Example of the Lord's 
Diſpleaſure, by his ſuffering her to fall 
into Contempt, Gen. 34. Not only for her 
gratifying a vain Mind, in going out, thro? 
Curtoſity to fee the Daughters of the 
Land; whereby ſhe came to be enſnared 
and defiled by Shechem, Gen. 34. but alſo; 
as it appears, the 1/rael:tes were at that 
Time ſo far relapſed, thatthey had ſfrange 
Gods among them, and, as may be ga- 
thered from the Text, ffrange Attire, 
alſo; which was to be changed, and done 


away, before they might go up to the 


Houle of God, to worſhip him accepta- 
bly there, Gen, 35. 2, 3. 

Theſe Things might be likely to raiſe 
an Expec tation in the Shechemites, that in 
time they might draw them to become one 
People with them. Whereupon, havingal- 
ready got hold of one of Jacob's Family, 


they 


* 
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they were deſirous of a further Converſe, ü 
in order to enter into Afinity witli them; n 
faying, make your Marriages with us. Give K 
your Daughters unto us, and take our F 
Daughters unto you; and you ſhall dwell 4 
with us, Gen. 34. 9, 10. And, to entice b 
them thereunto, they proffered the 1/7ac- 
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lites what Wag idly Advantages ſoever they 
would ask, ver. 12. Nay, they went ſo far 
as to yield to take on them the Badge (and 
a ſore one too) of Jacob's Religion, ver. 24. 
but it was but for carnaland covetous ends, 
ver. 23. and ſucceeded to tliem accord- 
ingly. But the Truth of the Matter 
was, and is, that Jacob, the True Seed, ; 
(the Peculiar People of God) muſt live 
alone, and not be mixed, or numbred a- | 
mong the Nations, Wherefore, notwith- - , 
anne all the great Proffers, and Im- . 
portunity of Shechem (and the Conde- 
ſcention of the Shechemites) to have ob- 
tained Dinah for his Wife, Jacob would 
not hearken unto him: And yet it is 
ſaid, The Man was more Honourable, than 
all the Houſe of his Fathers. For Iſrael, 
having an Eye to the Covenant of God, 
wherein he and his Family were compre- 
hended, he zealouſly withſtood the Temp- 
tation; and thereby gave a Demonſtra- 
tion 


. 


cs 


tion of his Faith. And when, ſoon af- 
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ter, the Lord commanded him to go up 
to Bethel, he called firſt for a Reforma- 
tion in his Family. Whereupon it is ſaid, 
They gave unto him all the ſi range Gods 
that were in their Hands, and all their 
Ear-rings that were in their Ears ; which 
he hid under the Oak, that was by 
Shechem, And then, having cleanſed his 
Family from thoſe Hetheniſb Likeneſſes, 
both he and they were thenceforth at 
quiet, from ſuch like Attempts by their 
Unbelieving Neighbours. 

But to proceed. Having alittle touch. 
ed upon Things, relating to the Faith 
and Practice of the Holy Patriarchs, a- 
bout theſe anlamful Marriages; and brief- 
ly ſet forth ſome of the pernicious Con- 
ſequences that have always attended 
them, both before, and after the Flood: 
I ſhall now come, nearer to the preſent 
State, and Diſpenſation we are under. 

When the Apoſtles came to ſpeak of 
this Ordinance of Marriage, they ran in 
the ſame Channel, as all the Faithful had 
done before; ſaying, Be ye not unequally 
Toaked with Unbelievers, &c. 2 Cor. 6. 14. 
And Peter's Exhortation and Care for the 
Married was, that they might be Heirs 

tag ether 


3 . 
together of the Grace of Life ; that their | 
Prayers might not be hindred, 1 Pet. 3. 7. 1 
Then ſuch muſt be of the ſame Faith, 
and agree in Spirit; or elſe they cannot 
pray together acceptably, Mat. 18. 19. 
Can two walk together except they be agreed, 
ſaid the Prophet Amos, Chap. 3. 3. 
Therefore ſuch as are obliged to live and 
walk together for Term of Life, if they 
are not ſo agreed and united in Spirit, 
are like to have but little Comfort, Help 
and Furtherance (if any) from each o- 
ther, in Spiritual Things; which is the 
Way that leads to true and laſting Com- 
fort for ever. For ſince without Faith, and 
an anſwerable Converſation, it is in- 
poſſible to. pleaſe God Such Married Folks 
as differ in Faith, and diſagree in their | 
Religious Converſations, are not like to 
pleaſe God, nor one another ; but may 
rather expect the contrary, with much 
Confuſion, which doth naturally attend 
ſuch Miſmatchings in that Condition of 
Life | 
Again, Paul to the Corinthians (1 Epif?. 
7. 390 ſaith, The Wife is bound by the 
Lam, as long as her Husband liveth : But 
when he is dead, ſhe is at Liberty to be mar- » | 
ried to whom ſhe will; only in the Lora. 


That is the ancient Limit. But 


© | 
But, by the Way, this gives 0 Libere 
for ſuch to marry as are near of Rin; tho, 


otherwiſe duly quallified. 
But ifany ſhould object, that Abrahams; 


7 Tſaac and Jacob married their near Ninſwo- 
men; and thereupon ſhould query, why 


tit may not be as /anfal for ſuch Kindred 


now to marry, as it was for them then ? 

I Anſwer, firſt, that what they did in 
that Caſe then, was before the Law was 
given, which doth expreſly forbid it, 
| Levit. 18. 

Secondly, it is a common Maxim, and 
in great Meaſure true, that Neceſſityhath 
no Law. And every Reaſonable Man is 
capable of conſidering, that, in thoſe early 
Ages of the World, there was a Neceſſity 
for it. And for Abraham, and thoſe before 
mentioned of his Poſterity they lived not 
very long atter the Flood ; which gave a 
kind of nem Beginning to the World, with 
Refpect to its being again repleniſbed with 
People. For Abrrham was born before the 
Death of Shem, according to Scripture- 

. Chronolegy, about One Hundred and fifty 
Years: And yet Shem was an Hundred 
Years old; when the World was drowned: 

Thirdly, It is to be conſidered, that 


People lived very long in thoſe Days; ſo 
B that 


'Ci 

that Generations paſſed not away, nor did 
Kindred wear out ſo faſt,” as afterwards: 
Which expoſed thoſe Patriarchs to it, by 
a kind of anavoidable Neceſſity; and that 
rendred it excuſable in them. But their 
being no ſuch Neceſſity now, nor any Rea- 
ſon, of that Nature, to induce any to mar- 
ry their near Kjndred; they who do ſo, 
do plainly break the poſitive Law of God, 
which expreſly ſays, None of you ſhall a;- 
proach to any that is near of Nin to him, & ci 
Levit. 18. As alſo contrary to the Apo- 
ſtle's Advice, Phil. 4. 8. As not being of 
Good Report, Cc. 

Beſides, all that was done by thoſe Good 
Men, without Reproof, in thoſe early 


Ages, is not to be drawn into Example 


now. For Abraham. we read, Gen. 16. took 
Hagar, his Wife's Hand- Maid, to his Bed. 
And Jacob had not only ro Wives toge- 
ther, but thoſe zwo Si/ters; and at the 
ſame Time had Children by each of their 
Hand- Maids. Which Practice none, I hope, 
even of them which plead tor Marriage 
betwixt near Kindreds; will attempt to 
defena. as lawful now. But from this ne- 
ceſſary Digreſſion, let us return to our for- 
mer Subject. | 


That 


. 
That Marriage is an Ordinance of God, 
I have already aſſerted ; and now add, 
by Way of Explanation, that thereby 
Two are made Ore, or 7nſeparably jaune 
together, for Term of their joynt Lives, 
by lateful Means. As Firſt, In Spirit; 
Secondly, In Affection; and Thirdly, In 
a Solemn Covenant of Marriage, as well 
External and Publick, as otherwiſe. 
Theſe are the Conditions, more or leſs, 
of all thoſe which the Lord joyns to- 
gether; whom no Man may put aſun- 
der. And without theſe Conditions, the 
Marriage Union is not perfectly en- 
joyed. 

Now whereas I preſs for an Agree- 
ment, and Unity of Faith and Religious 
Practices, in the Parties to be _—_ 
as Eſſential to the Marriage which 
makes: By Faith, there I mean that 
Faith, which the Holy Pairiarchs, Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles held, which the True 
Church now holdeth, and which uphold- 

eth the True Church (for by Faith ye 
ſtund, {aid the Apoſtle to the Church of 
old, 2 Cor. 1. 24.) which is the One Trae 
Faith, mentioned by the ſame Apoſtle, 
in Epheſ. 4. 5. And although there be 
in the World Paiths mam, or at leaſt dif- 
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o not here give a more particular 
Definition of Faith ; it doth not thence 
follow that I am indifferent therein, or 
in Doubt about it: No, but it is to uvoid 
Controverſie, and becauſe I aim at Brevi- 


95, and chooſe rather to let the True 


Faith be manifeſted by irs Fruits, which 
the Apoſtle James adviſeth, Chap. 2. 18. 
of which Fruits, what I here contend 
for is one, and not the leaſt, to wit, 
That they who profeſs Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and are diſpoſed to Marry, are 
Religiouſly obliged to take Care, that they 
be not «equally yoked, by joyning them- 
ſelves in Marriage with any, that are 
under different Perſwaſions and Practices, 
with Reſpect to Faz:h and Religions Wor- 
ſ9ip, as may tend to hinder their perſe- 
vering in it. 

The 


in 
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The Author to the Hebrews, in Chap. 
11. treats at large of Faith; and ſets 
forth the Noble „ of Mind, 
that was in ſuch as believed in Almighty 
God; how it diſtinguiſhed them from the 
World, and preſerved them out of the 
Affections and Deſires of being joyned to 
and with the World. And in Ver. 24. 
25, He ſays, By Faith Moſes when he 
came to Tears, refuſed to be called the Son of 
Pharoah's Daughter; chooſing rather to 
ſuffer Afflictions with the People of God, 
than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin, which 
were but for a Seaſon, He would not, it 
ſeems, be numbred with the Egyprians, 
who oppreſs'd the Righteous Seed, no, 
not for a Kingdom. | 

The Apoſtle alſo, in his Epiſtle to the 
Galatians, chap. 4. giving a Touch at the 
Patriarch's Marriages, ſhews the Myſtery 
of the Spiritual Kzndred, which is by 
Faith. And to the Epheſians, chap. 2. 19. 
he ſaith, mow therefore you are no more Stran- 
gers and Foreigners; but Fellow Citizens 
with the Saints, and of the Houſhold of 
Faith: And in Gal. 6. 10. He calls Be- 
lievers ſo; and in chap. 4. 48. ſays, Now 
we Brethren, as Iſaac was, are the Chil» 
8 B 3 dren 


(ez) 

dren of Promiſe. For whom ſay I, a 
Spiritual Canaan is ordained by God. 
Hereupon I would query; Art thou, 
Reader, ſuch an One? One of the Spi- 
ritual Kjndred, a Child of Promiſe, and 
of the Houſhold of Faith? Or wouldft 
thou be fo accounted, and art diſpoſed 
to Marry 2 Whither then wilt thou go 
for a Wife, but to thy Nindred? Not in 
the Fleſh, but in the Spirit. Have we not 
Power, ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, to lead 
about a Siſter a Wife, as well xs other Apo- 
ſtles, &c. 1 Cor. 9. 5. Mark the Words 
well, a Siſter a Wife, or (as a former 
Tranſlation hathit) a Wife, being a Sfler, 
which, in Marginal Note, there is ex- 
pla ine to be a faithful and Chriſtian 
Wife. So that ſhe ſhould be a Siſter, be- 
fore ſhe be a Wife; a Siſter in the Spiri- 
«al, or Religious Relation and Kindred : 
Which Relation in the Faith, as it was 
to them, is ſtill to us a neceſſary Quallifica- 
non preceeding Marriage. 

If it be objected, That the People of 
England, and of that Part of the World 
called Chriſtendom, and the Children of 
Tjrael, are not to be compared with each 
ether, in this Caſe of Marriage; for the 
Natious which Hrael were forbidden to 
. C 


| 
. 
| 
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1 with, were downright Idolaters, 
Wor ſhipping Strange Gods of their own 
deviſing: But the People of Exgland, &c. 
generally own the True God, and pro- 
feſs Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; fo that, altho? 
they differ —_ themſelves, about the 


Manner of Worſhipping God, yet why - 


may they not marry promiſcuoully, one 
Sort with the other, ſeeing they al profeſs 
Chriſtianity, and are therefore accounted 
and called Chriſtians, both by themſelves 
and other Nations, and being of a ſober 
Converſation, cannot properly be called 
Unbelievers, . 
Anſwer, I am not about to Heat 

nige any, but am willing to own, and em. 
brace that which is Good in all. - And 
though I might turn off the Objection 
with a ſhort Anſwer, in its owa Terms, 
That ſach ſhould not intei-marry, be- 
caule they differs; ſince the Nature of 
Marriage beſpeaks an Agreement, not 
Difference, an Harmonious Unity, not a jars 
ring Diſcord : Yet, for the Sake of ſeri- 
ous Enquirers, I am willing to enlarge 
a little upon this Part. Wherefore to 
proceed; I allow there is a Difference, 
in ſome Degree, between outward Iſrael 


and the Nations then, and Spiritual Iſrael 
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and other People now, that are not of 
the ſame Society and Communion. For 
then the Diſtinction was ozly of Jew and 
Gentile, Believer and Unbeliever: But 
now (as the Objection hath it) all that 
Patt which is called Cbriſtendom, pro- 
feſſeth Faith in one God, and in Chriſt 
Jeſus, though very differently, and ſome, 
no Doubt, in all Profeſſions called Chri- 
fan, are of a Sober, Moral Converſation. 
But if General Profeſſion were a ſuffici. 
ent Quallification, for joyning ſuch in 
Marriage without Exception, then Pa- 
2 and other unſound Worſhippers, 
ring the Chriſtian Name, muſt not be 
excluded or refuſed, if of a Sober Conver- 
fation. Which Allowance would not a lit- 
tle gratifie Anti-Chriſt, uphold the Apo- 
ate Church, called in the Revelations, 
Myſtery Babylon, Cc. chap. 17. 5. and 
tend to keep God's People there, contra- 
Ty to the expreſs Command ot God, Jer. 
51. 6. And of the Voice from Heaven, 
which faid, Come aut of her my People, that 
ye be not Partakers of her Sins, and that 
of her Plagues, Rev. 18. 4. 
For hath not ſhe long made, and doth 


The not ſtill make a large Profaſtas of 
Faith in God and Chriſt, after her * 
| | 4 When 


* 


(25) 
When the Apoſtle exhorted the Belie- 
ders of old not to be unequally yoked together 
with Unbelivers, 2 Cor. 6. 14. may we 
ſuppoſe he intended to reſtrain the Pro- 
hibition, only to thoſe obſolete and noto- 
torious Unbelievers, who were Pagans, or 
Heathens? Or did it extend to all, that 
did not believe the Manifeſtation of Chriſt 
Outwardly in the Fleſh ? The-Fews did 
believe in God, and that Chriſt, the 
Son of God, ſhould come: But they did 
not believe in him as He was then come; 
and manifeſt in the Fleſh among them. 
Might the Chriffian Believers, not- 
withſtanding that, have mingled in 
Marriages with the unbelieviug Jews, be- 
cauſe of their General Belief in God, and 
in Chriſt to come, though they rejected him 
in his then preſent Appearance ? Would 
that have been an Equal Yoking ? So 
likewiſe, if one that believes, not only 
the Outwar d Appearance of Chriſt, with 
Reſpect to his having come in the Fleſh ; 
but his I-ward Appearance alſo, with 
Reſpect to his being come in the Spirit, 
by his Divine Light and Grace, to 
Rule in the Hearts of his People, and 
thereby to both direct and enable them, 
as they attend thereunto, how to per- 
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orm Divine Worſhip and Service to 
God, ſhould marry one that denies, and 
oppoſes that Inward and Spiritual Coming 


and Appearance of Chriſt in te Heart, 


and ſticks only to his Belief of His 
Outward Coming and Appearance in the 


 H:fb at Jeruſalem: Would ſuch a Couple 


be equally Yoked ? 

But, not to preſs the Compariſon too 
cloſe, becauſe I would both avoid Of- 
fence, and uſe what Brevity I can; I 
fay, It two Perſons of different Judg- 
ments about Matters of Faith and Re- 
ligious Exerciſes (as going to Meetings, 
Preaching, Praying, Thankſgiving, &c.) 
ſhould incline to marry each other, pre- 
fuming in their fond Affections, that, not- 
withſtanding that Diſagreement, they may 
live comfortably together, they will 
find too late that they were greatly mi- 


ſtaken. For although, if it were only 


a Diſagreement in their Tempers or Na- 
tural Diſpoſitions, which concerned on- 
ly their outward Converſation one to- 
wards the other, or the Management of 
their Temporal Affairs, it might be hoped 
they might live zolerably together: Yet 
where the Difference is of ſo high a 


Strain and Nature, as concerns the * 


(27 
ef Conſciente, and Safety of the Saal, on 
either Side; that cannot be reconciled, 
without the Conver/ation of one of them, 
which is out of Man's Power, of him- 
ſelf, to effect. Wherefore, altho* ſuch 
may talk of, and promiſe to themſelves 
Unity in ſuch Contrariety: Yet by that 
Time their Folly ſhall have corrected Them, 
they will find Cauſe to be of another 
Mind. And if their Love to God and 
Religion, be not quite conſumed by thoſe 
Paſſicaate Flames, which engaged them 
into that azwarrantable Undertaking; 
they will feel, afier Marriage, their Spi- 
rits more plainly and warmly conflicting 
one with another, and ſtriving to bring 
each other into a Conformity unto that 
Way of Worſhip, which he or ſhe is in, 
And then, whichſoever of them prevails, 
the other muſt loſe Peace of Conſcience (the 
Greateſt of all Loſſes) unleſs ſuch Com- 
pliance ſpring from a True and Unfeigned 
Conviction that the Worſhip ſo con- 
formed to, is the Right : Which is more 
than may reaſonably be expected by a- 
ny, Who are guilty of Tempting the, Lord 
with ſuch Mixt-Marriages. 

Beſides, when Two of Diſagreeing 
Perſwaſions in Religious Exerciſes, do 
joyn 
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joyn in Marriage, no Man can reaſona- 
bly think, that their Affection to each 
other is grounded on, or governed by 
Religion; and if not, that it muſt be 
by ſome Worldly End: And to cloke ſuch 
a Marriage with a Pretence of Hope, 
to convert each other to what each be- 
lieveth is right, is in plain Engliſh, no 
better then 4 ſinning that Grace may 
abound; a doing Evil, that Good may 
come of it. | 

But now the Caſe is otherwiſe, where 
Two, of One and the ſame Perſwaſion 
in Religion, or of no Religion, are joyn- 
ed together in Marriage: And after- 
wards One of them is converted to the 
True Religion: The Converted may ex- 
pect the Lord's Bleſſing; and abiding 
together, may be a Means of Sanitife- 
cation and Good to the Other, accord- 
ing to the Apoſtle's Doctrine, 1 Cor. 7. 
14. And the Nature of True Chri- 
ſtianity. | 

Now as to the latter Part of the 06- 
jection, I readily grant that the Lord 
hath many, that in a Senſe may be 
ſaid to belong to him, who are not as 
yet profeſſed Members of the viſible Church, 
zor known unto it, This our Saviour 
plainly 


(29). 
plaialy intimated, when in his Diſcourſe 
to the Jews, pointin at the Converſion 
of the Gentiles, he ſaid, Other Sheep I 
have, mhich are not of this Fold: Them alſo 
I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my Voice; 
and there ſhall be one Fold, and one Shep- 
herd, John 10. 16. But until theſe o- 
ther Sheep be gathered, and brought, by 
the Great Shepherd into the Fold; al- 
though they are known to the Lord, 
yet are they not ſo known to his Peo- 
le, as to be capable of being admitted 
into Church-Communion, or Fellowſhip 
with them; much leſs into that Marrt- 
age-Union with them, of which we have 
been treating. 

But to have done, at length, with 
this Objection, I ſhall now remind the 
Reader, That when the Sons of God, 
in the Old World, had degenerated, and 
were Apoſtatized, as hath been before ob- 
ſerved, their Motive to theſe Mixt- Mar- 
riages was, They ſaw the Daughters of Men 
were fair,and they took them Wives of all that 
they choſe, Gen. 6. 2. So that to gratifie 
the Luſt of the Eye, was the Inducement 
to their Marriages. And to ſuch an Eye 
now as alſo to thoſe as have a covetous 
Mind, reaching unduly after the Things | 
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of this World) this may ſeem an ꝝnne- 
ceſſary Scruple ; eſpecially whea it ſtands 
m their Way, to hinder them from the 
obtaining of their deſired End. But the 
Traly-Conſcientious will always find them- 
ſelves obliged, for the Sake of Religion 
and Duty to God, to do nothing that 
may hinder their Perſeverance and Pro- 
greſſion therein: Which Diſagreement 
about Religion will naturally do, more 
or leſs, according to the Proportion of 
the Diſagreement. 

Wherefore, though our Caſe be not 
the ſame as old Iſraels was in every Degree: 
Yet if it be fo in any Degree, and have 
the ſame Tendency in any Meaſure 


which that it has, is undeniable ;) then 


it brings our Times under the Force of 
the ſame Prohibition and Law, and that 
for the ſame Reaſon (namely) Becauſe 
they will turn away, or hinder thy Sons, from 
following me, faith the Lord. 
And now my Dear Friends (for unto 
you who bear the Name of Quakers, 
whether ye be ſuch, as the Lord hath 
been graciouſly pleaſed to call and ga- 
ther out of any other Religious Proteſ- 
ſions, or ſuch as are the Off Spring of 
B.lieving Parents, in this Profeſſion, do I 
now 


(31) 

now more particularly turn my Diſcourſe} 
If ye would not be overtaken in that 
extreamly hurtful Caſe of ſuch Mix-Mar- 
riages; keep out of the Way that leads 
to it, Shun, as much as may be, the 700 
frequent and Familiar Converſe with thoſe 
of other Profeſſions ; ſuch, eſpecially, as 
may be moſt likely to allure and draw 
your Minds out. Be not cold and in- 
different about Religion. Halt not be- 
tween Two. If God be God (which, I 
hope, you are fully perſwaded of) fol- 
low him, and keep cloſe with him, that 
you may kzow your Minds ſtaid, and 
eſtabliſhed upon him: And then will ye 
ſee, for your Encouragement, the Advan- 
tages and Comfort that ſuch have and 
enjoy, who make it their Buſineſs to 
pleaſe him. And whatever your Con- 
dition, and Circumſtances in this World 
be, let your chiefeſt Treaſure and Plea- 
ſure, be in Heaven and heavenly Things; 
and then your Hearts will be there alſo,' as 
our Saviour taught, Mat. 6. 21. And 
then, above all Things, ye will deſire to 
be Servants and Diſciples of him, who 
ſaid, Where I am, there ſhall my Servant 
be John, 1 26. 
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But all whoſe Minds are ſet upon 
Things below, whether Pleaſures or Pro- 
fits, more than upon their Saviour, Je- 


ſus Chriſt, who died for them, are not 


worthy for him, Mat. 10. 37. And ſuch, 
whatever they may profeſs, do moſt 
frequently is of the Heavenly Bleſſing 
(which God reſerves for his Peculiar 
People) notwithſtanding that They al- 
ſo may partake largely of Temporal Mer- 
ctes and Bleſſings. in Common with other 
Men. For God who is the Fountain of 


_ Goodneſs, cauſeth his Sun to ſhine, and 
fendeth Rain on .the Fuſt, and on the 


Unjuſt, Mat. 5. 45. But to be a Diſci- 
* of Chriſt, and Heir of the Heaven- 
Kingdom. is a great and glorious 
rivileage. The Way to this Happineſs 
is ſet forth, by him who is the Truth it 
ſelf, in Lake. 14. 17. (and in many other 
Places of Holy Scripture, in which it is ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould be very converſant) who- 
foever, faith Chriſt there, doth not bear his 
Croſs, and come after me, cannot be my Diſ- 
ciple. And we read (1 Joh. 4. 10.) that 
he is not only our Propitzation for our Sins; 
but alſo that he hath left us an Example, 
that we ſbould follow his Steps. 1. Pet. 2. 21. 


Who faid, Learn of me; For I am _ 
an 


| (33) 
and low in Heart; aud ye ſhall find Reſt un- 
to your Souls, Mat. 11. 29. 

And now, my Friends, I would come 
near unto you, by Way of Enquiry : Have 
you indeed been convinced of the Truth, 
and been made ſenſible of the Croſs, that 
attends. the Profeſſion of it? And have 
you been faithfu! to thole Convidtions, 
and followed the Lord in the Hay of Re- 
generation? Or have ye not? This is an 
important Point, the Conſequence of which 
may turn the Scale to either Hand ; There- 
fore, I pray, let it be duly conſidered. 
For to be found perſevering in the Way 
of Truth, which we make Profeſſion of, 
and in all the Parts aud Branches of it, will 
de of a double Advantage to us. It will 
not only preſerve from adding Sin to Sin, 
(which, if not tunely prevented, will 
lead ſuch into ſpiritual Adultery, a depart- 
ing from God, and withdrawing trom 
him both their Love and Subjection; 
which, more or leſs, preceeds ſuch 
mixt Unſcriptural Marriages :) But it will 
- alſo bring us to underſtand the Difference 
which hath always been between the 
Two Seeds; and that will tend greatly to 
preſerve us from Apoſtatizing. And then, 
what the Conſequence is of Perſevering 
— 5 C in 
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in Well-doing unto the End, ye will be tru- 
ly ſenſible of, to your Everlaſting Joy 
and Comfort; according as it is promi- 
ſed, Rev. 3. 21. To him that overcomes 
will I give to ſit with me in my Throne, 
even as Þ alſo overcame, and am ſet down 
with my Father in his Throne, where all 
Fears and Temptations will be done away 
for ever. But the Conſequence of Diſo- 
-bedience will not be ſo: But will have a con- 
zrary Event; which I pray God we all may 
be delivered from, before it be too late. * 
Think not (ſaid Chriſt to the profeſſing 
Jews, Mat. 3. 9.) to ſay within your ſelves, 
We have Abraham to our Father, &c. A 
Thing very incident to them, to value 
themſelves upon; and upo their profeſſing 
the True Religion, as being the Diſciples 
of Moſes. As if that could be any Advan- 
tage to them, while they did not the Works 
of Abraham; but lived in Diſobedience: 
So that notwitſtanding the great Advan- 
tages they had, and the High Pretences 
they made, our Saviour Chriſt told them 
plainly, They were of their Father the Devil; 
and his Proof therefore was, becauſe they 
did his Works. So that to be the Children 
of faithful Parents, or to profeſs the True 
Religion now (as they then did,) and 
yet 
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yet not be faithful, as the Parents were, 
nor liveand walk in the True Religion 
they profeſs; will as a little avail fuch 
now, as it d id thoſe Jews then. 5 

What did it avail Dives, or the Riel 
Man in the Parable, that he could call 
Abraham Father, and that Abraham vouch- 
ſafed to call him Son, while he mean 
while was in Hel! Read the Parable 
throughout (Lake 16. 20. to the End) and 
— it well. The Rich Man there, 
after he had mi/-ſpent his Precious Time in 
voluptuous Living (wearing Rich Apparel, 
and faring Sumptuouſly every Day) at 
length died, and was buried too, and that 
probably, as he had lived, in Pomp and 
State, as ſuch commonly now a-days are. 


The Poor Man Lazarus, died alſo, but it 


is likely his Funeral was too mean and 
private, to be taken Notice of; For we 
read nothing of it. But that which is 
better, we read, namely, That he was car- 
ried by Angels into Abraham's Boſom. But 
the next Account we have of Dives is, 


That he was in Hell Begging ; and that for 


a ſmall Alms too, but a Drop or twoof 


cold Mater: And yet (O, miſerable Man) 


even that was denied him. He being in 
Hell, lifted up his Eyes, and ſaw Abraham 
C 2 afar 
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(36) 
afar of, and Laæarus (poor deſpiſed La. 
zarws) in his Boſom. Whereupon he 
cried, and faid, Father Abraham, have 


Mere) on me; and fend Lazarus that he 
may dip the Tip of his Finger in Water, and 


cool my Tongue : For I am Tormented in this 
Flame : A Thing he might well have fore- 
ſeen, had he but lifted up his Eyes in Time. 


Abraham not diſallowing his Claim of 


Kindred according to the Fleſh, yet vin- 
dicating the Juſtice vf God upon him, an- 
ſwered, Son, remember that thou, in thy 
Life-Timegecetved'f{thy good things(Riches, 
Honours, Pleafures and Worldly Delica- 
cies, which thou didit account thy Good 
Things) and likewiſe Lazarus Evil (Pover- 
ty, Pain, Contempt and Mitery :) Bat 
nom is he comforted, and thou art tormented. 
Nor was that all. But, as an Aggravation 
of his great Unhappineſs, from a Senſe that 
his Torments ate remedeleſs, and that there 
would be no Eud of his Miſery, he tells 
him further; And beſides all this, between 
us and you there is a great Gulf fixed : So 
that they that would paſs from hence to you, 
cannot; neither can they paſs to us, that would 
come from thence. This put Dives out of all 
Hopes of Relief for himſelſ. Wherefore 
having now at length ſome Piiy for his 


(i 
own oy though he had none fot 
Lazarus when he needed it, addreſ- 


ſing himſelf again to Abraham; he faid = 


I pray thee therefore, Father, that thog 
wouldſt ſend him to my Father's Houſe, 


for I have five Brethren, that he may 


teſtifie unto them, leſt they alſo come into 
2 Place of T mens. What Need of 


that, faid Abraham, They have Moſes 


and the Prophets ; let them hear Them, 
Nay, Father Abraham, replied Dives, 
but if One went to them from the Dead, 
they will Repent. No, No, faid Abra- 
ham, If they hear not Moſes and the 
Prophets (which was the Means they 


profeſſed, as appointed by God, for 


the Inſtruction of his People, under that 
Diſpenſation) neither will they be perſwaded 
though one roſe from the-Dead. | 
From this Parable, Two Things, moſt 
pertinent to my preſent Subject, are to 
be obſerved. One, That the Hipheft 
Profeſſion of Religion, the Neareſt Rela- 
tion outwardly to the Godly, though 
it were that of a Child to the moſt 
Godly Parents) is not ſufficient, with- 
out the Living Faith, and the Living 
Fruits thereof, a Godly Life and Con- 
"os | verſation, 
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(38) 
ver ſation, to keep from coming into the 
Place of Torment. The other is, That 
ſuch as neglect to wait upon, and ſerve 
God in his on Way and Time, to be made 
by him Wiſe «nto Salvation, through 
the Grace and Underſtanding given them 
for that End, in the Preſent Diſpenſation 
they are under; will Naturally grow 
Blind and Hard: So that they cannot be 
wrought upon, to be made ſenſible of 
the Danger they are in, by the moſt 
extraordinary Means; No, not if one were 
ſent to them from the Dead. And ſince 
there is no other Name under Heaven 
iven, whereby we muſt be Saved, But 
y Jeſus Chriſt, (4#s 4. 12.) And the 
Grace coming by Him, brings the Sal- 
vation that Chriſt is the Author of; 
how greatly doth it concern every One, 
to attend Daily and Diligently on Him, 
in the Gift of his Grace; and to hearken 
to, and Obey His Teachings thereby! For 
God who at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, ſpake unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, Hebrews 1. 1. Hath in theſe 
laſt Days ſpoken unto us by his Son: 
And that in Divers Manners alſo; as 
immediately by his Spirit, — 
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he 
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by his Miniſters, as alſo in the Holy 


Scriptures, and by his many Providen- 
ces, And if, (as the Apoſtle argueth, 
Hebrews 12. 25.) they eſcaped not, who 
refuſed him that ſpake ow Earth: Mach 
more ſball not we eſcape, if we turn away 


from him that ſpeaketh from Heaven. 


THE END. 
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